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1942.  I  left  there  on  8  July,  1942,  with  "B"  Force  end 
errivod  et  Sandekan  on  18  July,  194*,  end  went  to  Sendakan 
Cnnp. 

2.  There  were  1490  men  fron  "E"  Fcrco  at  this  camp.  Eerly 
the  following  year  500  Engllshr.cn  arrived  end  In  April,  1943> 
"E"  Force  consisting  of  500  Austrrlicns  errivod  et  the  Camp* 

3.  I  remained  et  this  cepp  until  July,  1943»  end  during  that 
tine  32  or  33  prisoners  died  from  nalnutrition  diseescs  and 
dysentery. 

4.  We  were  accommodated  in  wcethcr  boerd  huts  built  by 
the  British  for  accommodation  of  native  prisoners.  These 
huts  were  dividod  into  threo  cubiclos  each  15  feet  by  20 
feet  end  ten  officers  lived  in  each  cubicle.  The  nen  were 
accommodated  in  smeller  ettap  huts  end  lived  fifty  to  a  hut. 
The  officers’  end  men's  huts  wore  alive  with  lice  and  bugs. 

The  Japanese  gave  us  nothing  to  eradicate  the  vermin. 

5.  The  sar.e  water  supply  which  the  English  Administration 
had  provided  for  250  to  300  natives  was  all  that  the 
Japanese  allowed  fer  about  1500  men.  Tho  water  had  to  be 
rationed  and  was  not  safe  to  drink  unless  boiled. 

6.  We  had  only  one  small  ccek-hcuse  to  prepare  meals  for 
1500  men.  The  cocking  of  the  rice  fer  tho  r.orning  meal 
commenced  at  midnight  and  the  cooks  kept  turning  it  out 
throughout  the  night  with  the  result  thet  it  was  not  fresh 
in  the  morning.  Cur  reals  consisted  of  rice  and  a  soup  made 
from  a  native  green  boilod  in  water.  The  Japanese  food  was 
much  hotter  in  quantity  and  quality  then  thet  given  the 
prisoners.  In  addition  to  rice,  they  got  fish,  vegetables 
end  other  delicacies 
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7.  The  rr.ticns  of 
war  Vv^ht;  £  t. »  .  •  '  *’  i' 

the  sick  got  an  equal  rliaic,  lut  Cat  t»  L  j  l.c8.ii*irii  sfctppeu 

this  by  compelling  thosG  prisoners  to  ccok  and  cot  their  midday 
and  evening  r.ccl  at  the  drome  .  The  Japanese  did  not  provide 
us  with  any  nodical  supplies  other  than  c  snail  quantity  of 
quinine . 


8.  The  prisoners  if  war  were  engaged  on  the  construction  of 
an  corodronc .  Whilst  I  vvss  ct  Sends kan  this  ccrodronc  was 
used  entirely  for  military  planes,  The  hours  of  work  were  from 
8.30  c.n.  to  f  p.m.  at  rig  ho  with  an  hour  for  dinner  and  sor.e- 
tir.es  c  ton  minute  spell  each  rirninj,  and  evening.  After  the 
first  v/et  season,  November  19*2,  the  water  and  rud  rotted  the 
boots  off  the  i  on  rnd  :i«  roplccomonts  were  made .  At  out  25  to 
30  per  cent  had  to  wcik  taro-footed  whilst  others  had  clogs 
which  they  radc  for  themselves.  The  Japanese  did  net  issue  eny 
footweer  to  the  prisoners. 


9.  The  Japanese  enforced  discipline  against  prisoners  cf  war 
by  corporal  punishment  of  individuals  and  rtass  punishment  of 
the  prisoners  as  a  v.holc.  The  corporal  punishment  consisted 
of  beating  with  sticks,  kicking  and  face  slapping.  Almost 
every  guard  on  the  aerodrome  car  led  a  wooden  stick  about  4 
feet  6  inches  long  and  one  to  one  end  a  half  inches  in  diameter 
for  that  purpose.  Feetirgs  were  a  daily  occurrence.  Ftc. 
Darlington  was  so  badly  boater:  that  his  arms  were  broken,  ho 
was  blooding  from  herd,  face,  arms  rnd  logs,  and  lie  wes  uncon¬ 
scious.  He  was  then  tied  up  and  put  in  a  enge  5  feet  by  4 
feet  end  2 *  feet  fi  or  the  ground.  Sergeant-Major  Asgood  was 
with  re  on  a  wood  party  when  he  was  struck  across  the  car  with 
a  stick  end  his  eardrum  broken.  Mass  punishment  consisted  of 
an  all  lound  decrease  in  the  rations.  I  radc  complaints  to 
Cejtcin  hoshijimi  about  the  use  of  the  cage,  the  work  required 
from  the  men,  the  low  rations  they  were  receiving,  the  lackcf 
footwear  end  clcthcs  and  referred  him  to  the  International 
Conventions,  lie  said  he  was  not  interested  in  the  International 
Conventions. 


10.  Thirteen  prisoners  of  war  escaped  end  wore  recaptured. 
These  wore  trice'  and  sentenced  to  terms  of  imprisonment  up  to 
six  years.  Eight  others  were  charged  with  planning  to  escape 
and  were  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  up  to  four  years. 

11.  I  was  arrested  on  24  July  1943  rnd  then  taken  to  Sendakan 
Military  Police  Headquarters.  Hero  I  was  confined  for  three 
months,  the  first  throe  weeks  in  solitary  confinement  in  a 
coll  end  the  remainder  of  the  tine  with  other  prisoners  in  a 
room  in  which  we  were  continuously  under  observation  and  which 
was  lighted  all  night.  All  my  footwear  and  clothing  were 
taken  from  me  with  the  exception  of  a  pair  of  shorts.  I  was 
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frequently  interrelated.  Corporal  tunishrent  end  terture  were 
usee  by  the  hcr.pci  Tei  during  these  interrogations  te  extract 
infcrmticn.  I  wes  flogjed  v/ith  a  whip  and  bcaton  up  with  a 
wcoccn  sword  on  two  or  throe  occasions.  I  was  also  reeked  on 
cn  *r-Pr^vised  rack.  I  wes  handcuffed  end  tied  te  o  verandah 
rafter  by  a  rope  passing  through  the  handcuff  chain,  end 
around  the-  rafter  at  such  a  height  that  on  kneeling  I  was  sus- 
ponced  with  ny  knees  about  six  inches  ntotfc  the  ground.  A 
bean  of  wood  about  4  inches  squero  and  6  foot  long  was  placed 
chlr.^  ry  knees,  and  by  noens  of  twe  interrogating  officers, 
standing  cn  oitner  end  cf  the  roftor  enabled  uy  body  fror  tho 
Juices  upwerds  to  be  stretched.  Anothor  Lean  of  wood  sir.ilar 
to  tiict  above  wes  laid  across  r.y  ankles  and  sir.ilar  pressure 
i.pplloo.  Tho  effect  was  to'  stretch  r.y  arr.s  and  legs  and  elucst 
brock  the  ankle  bones  by  ncking  no  knot  l  with  the  fere  part 
ol  r.y  loot  on  the  ground,  with  the  raftor  ccrcss  ny  enkle  on 
each  e  go.  It  pulled  all  the  flesh  awry  frtr.  the  ankle.  After 
two  rlnutoa  cf  this  troctront  I  bccano  unconscious.  I  was 
revived  by  water  being  thrown  ever  r.y  heed.  The  interrogation 
wes  re  sure  d  to  the  accor.panircnt  of  a  different  type  cf 
torture  which  consisted  of  ny  herd  being  repeatedly  struck  in 
the.  srr.c  place  with  a  sr’all  hanner.  I  was  also  beaten  across 
tho  head  with  a  rafter  of  wood  and  as  a  rosult  ny  niddlc  car 
was  broken  and  I  have  pcrr.ianc ntly  lest  ny  hearing  in  the  one 
oar . 


On  16th  August  1943  I  was  r.edc  to  consur.c  a  quantity  of 
raw  rice.  Ihcy  then  introduced  a  hose  into  ny  throat  and 
filled  r.o  up  with  water.  Tho  result  wes  thrt  after  eteut 
^bur  hours  the  rice,  as  it  absorbed  the  water  swelled,  and 
strotched  the  stcrach  nusclcs  to  an  extraordinary  degree. 


The  rice  pulled  a  large  porticn  of  r.y  bowel  out  through 
the  anus.  I  asked  for  nodical  attention.  This  was  refused. 

All  prisoners  when  not  being  interrogated  v/crc  ccnpcllcd  to 
sit  up  with  crossed  legs  fron  7.30  n.r.  until  10.30  p.n. 

During  this  period  of  three  nenths  our  only  food  was  5 
ounces  cf  rice  and  a  snail  piece  cf  rock  salt  or  a  dried  fish 
head  each  per  day. 

T2.  On  2^th  October  194-3  Cept.  Fntthews,  who  had  been  arrested 
on  22nd  July,  1943,  a.  nurbor  of  ether  prisoners  and  1  wore 
shipped  to  Kuching.  The  veyego  lasted  eight  days. 

Wo  were  tied  cn  dock  throughout  the  whole  voyage  and  her  no 
cover ,  being  exposed  te  the  sun,  rain  and  waves  which  washed 
cn  to  the  deck.  Our  ration  was  the  sano  as  at  Sandakan  Military 
Police  Headquarters. 

13.^  I  reneinod  at  Kuching  for  l’ivo  nenths  until  I  was  tried 
on  29th  February  1944  by  court-rortiel  consisting  of  Licutoncnt- 
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Cu,pt*  l'otth°ws  end  c  number  of  others  were 
tried  with  no.  Wo  were  not  given  e  defending  officer  nor  told 

thf^h^1*80  wcs.1^ld  against  us.  Captain  Letthews  eskee  what 

JffleoS  b  we®  not  toli>  hc  olst  asked  for  a  dofcndlnf 

S  J  hi?  rc(JUC8t  we8  refusod.  We  had  previously  boon 
ThrSn1!?^  to.  s^n  or  thumbprint  stc tenants  in  Japanese. 

Lnct  ?°fn  translated  bofore  wo  slgnod  then  and  wo 
die  net.  know  what  v/as  in  thorn,  he;  cvldonco  was  siven.  we 
were  merely  questioned  en  these  statements  end  within  hclf 

f£JlcXxr +ZV0Tyc,n?  wlth  th0  exception  of  letthews,  rysolf  end 
three  othor  ranks  was  sentenced.  We  wore  sentenced  two  days 

hliS'i.v1  WES  ®°J}J®nced  to  12  yoars'  penal  servitude  with 
hare  labour.  Matthews  was  sentenced  to  doath.  A  firing  saued 

lrtft?CT^hA*  ^°Jwhlr  CS^1  left  the  ccurt  Qnd  about  ten  minutes 

firing  coning  fVon  tho  direction 
"c-ncn  Ccthcllc  Ccthcdrol  about  100  yards  awry  from  the 
CT?rt%  kight  natives  woro  also  executed  that  norning  but  tho 

TJ?SS?  »5 ld  Jhcy  wcrc  k"llcd  thc  werd.  On  8th  Kerch 

I  loft  Kuching  fer  Outran  herd  Gaol . 

Sworn  at  Es  send  on  in  thc  3t.cto  ) 

rf  th0  18tl1  %:*-y  l  •  Signed)  K.G.  WELLS, 

or  Ovto^cr  IV 16  )  #  r.i 


Before  re^ 


)  (Signed)  K.G.  WELLS. 

)  ♦  Liout. 

R.of  0. 


(Slgnod)  JOILN  RUSH,  J.P. 
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